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Mobile again thanks to AFTAID

London, June 2008 - AFTAID – Aid for the Aged in Distress is pleased to have been able to help Doug Kersey become mobile again. 

The charity contributed £350 towards the cost of an electric scooter after Doug Kersey, who already had crippling arthritis, suffered a stroke.

It left him relying on a Zimmer frame to get around the house and his now 63 year old wife, Valerie, to push his wheelchair when they went out.

Valerie said: “It has made such difference. We can now get out around the village easily.”

Living in a small seaside village, pushing 65 year old Doug along gravel or even shingle paths was very hard work and some places impossible.

It was particularly tough on Doug, who retired from work in 1985 at just 53 years old, following an industrial injury. All his life he had been sporty, swimming and running regularly, walking his Alsatians and clay pigeon shooting.

The couple was put in touch with Catherine Shum of Suffolk Coastal Helping Hand Agency and it was agreed an electric scooter was the answer. Living on basic state pensions, the couple could not afford the outlay. No central grants were currently available to cover the cost.

AFTAID stepped in and now Doug has been to the beach and has taken his dog Tye, out into the garden for the first time in 14 months.

Now they plan to save up for a tow bar and trailer so they can once again holiday in Peak District.

AFTAID trustee Lewis Green said: “It is always great to hear how an AFTAID grant can really make a difference. This sort of success increases our determination to raise more money to ensure we have the funds to help even more of our older citizens in times of urgent need.”

About AFTAID

Established in June 1982, AFTAID (Aid for the Aged in Distress) gives direct financial relief to elderly people in distress. It concentrates its efforts and resources directly to elderly people in the UK, who, because of ineligibility or, who are only receiving partial funding through statutory or voluntary services, fall through the 'safety net'. Registered Charity No. 299276. AFTAID is based at 18 Hand Court, High Holborn, London WC1V 6JF Tel: 0870 803 1950 Website: www.agedistress.org.uk
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